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to concerns from Florida’s Republican 
Governor. 

That is completely arbitrary and not 
acceptable. 

It is clear California also staunchly 
opposes this plan. According to the lat-
est polling, nearly 70 percent of Cali-
fornians oppose new drilling off our 
coast. 

Senator HARRIS and I, together with 
our colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives, have repeatedly shared 
our concerns with Secretary Zinke. 

The Secretary has even received 
statements of opposition from Califor-
nia’s Governor, senate, assembly, at-
torney general, coastal commission, 
fish and game commission, State lands 
commission, and more than two dozen 
counties and cities. 

So why are we not being given the 
same deference as Florida? 

Unlike this administration, Cali-
fornia understands that offshore oil 
drilling belongs in the past. We are 
making smarter investments in clean 
energy and renewable sources. Our 
State is on target to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions to 80 percent below 1990 
levels by the year 2050. 

The President’s proposal would un-
dermine that progress. 

The Trump administration’s pro-
posed six new lease sales off the Cali-
fornia coast would lead to new oil rigs 
that would continue to produce oil for 
decades to come. 

That is well past the time we will 
need to have moved away from fossil 
fuels altogether. 

Even though California has fought off 
new Federal drilling for three decades, 
there are still 43 leases that remain ac-
tive from Federal lease sales prior to 
1984. 

In State waters, there are still nine 
active rigs that were built before the 
Santa Barbara oil spill. 

We are still dealing with the legacy 
of last century’s drilling, but it is our 
responsibility to leave a better legacy 
for the next century. 

California won’t allow new offshore 
oil rigs to create another generation of 
dirty carbon emissions and disastrous 
oil spills. 

California, along with our coastal 
State friends, has rejected President 
Trump’s offshore drilling proposal. 

It is time to respect our local opposi-
tion and completely scrap this plan. 

f 

KARI’S LAW ACT 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
wish to recognize Senate passage of 
Kari’s Law Act of 2017. 

In December 2013, Kari Hunt Dunn 
was attacked by her estranged husband 
in a hotel room. In an attempt to help 
her mother, Kari’s 9-year-old daughter 
tried to contact the police by dialing 9– 
1–1. Tragically, the call failed to go 
through because Kari’s daughter did 
not dial ‘‘9’’ to reach an outside line 
before entering 9–1–1. Kari did not sur-
vive the attack. 

Kari’s murder brought a serious pub-
lic safety problem to light. Whether 

you are a worker at a big office build-
ing or a family staying in a hotel, dial-
ing 9–1–1 should always connect you 
with people who can help. 

By passing Kari’s Law, we will enact 
a national standard to ensure that 
multiline telephone equipment must be 
capable of supporting the ability to di-
rectly reach emergency services by di-
aling 9–1–1 and that those responsible 
for installing, maintaining, and oper-
ating the system are required to ensure 
that simply dialing 9–1–1, a critically 
important capability, is available for 
use in emergency situations. 

Ensuring multiline telephones are in-
stalled with the capability to contact 
emergency responders by dialing 9–1–1 
will help prevent tragedies like the one 
that Kari Hunt Dunn endured. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE COMMIS-
SIONING OF THE USCGC ‘‘JOSEPH 
GERCZAK’’ 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the commissioning of 
the Coast Guard’s 26th Sentinel-class 
Fast Response Cutter, FRC, the USCGC 
Joseph Gerczak. The commissioning 
ceremony for this impressive ship will 
take place in Honolulu, HI, on March 9. 
Although I regret not being able to at-
tend the ceremony in person, I am 
deeply honored for the chance to speak 
about this cutter and the remarkable 
man for which it is named. 

Joseph Gerczak, a son of Pennsyl-
vania, valiantly died fighting for his 
country during World War II. He was 
born on February 10, 1922, in Philadel-
phia, PA. Soon after enlisting in the 
Coast Guard on September 26, 1942, he 
was assigned to a tank landing ship 
whose job it was to carry tanks, vehi-
cles, cargo, and troops directly onto 
enemy shores. Gerczak was quickly 
promoted to signalman third class on 
this ship, which was called the USS 
LST–66. 

On December 26, 1943, Gerczak and 
his crewmates participated in the ini-
tial Allied assault on the Japanese-held 
island of New Britain. During this op-
eration, the USS LST–66 came under 
sudden attack by seven Japanese dive 
bombers. Acting without hesitation, 
Gerczak was the first crewmember to 
man his battle station; he heroically 
shot down two Japanese planes before 
being mortally wounded from the 
shrapnel of a bomb blast. He was 21 
years old. 

For his valor in battle, Gerczak was 
posthumously awarded both the Silver 
Star and Purple Heart. The USS LST– 
66’s entire crew was also given the 
Presidential Unit Commendation. It is 
exceptionally fitting that Gerczak be 
honored for the sacrifice he gave dur-
ing World War II by having his name 
live on in the service of the U.S. Coast 
Guard. 

The USCGC Joseph Gerczak will be 
the second FRC based in Honolulu, HI, 
replacing the legacy Island-class patrol 
boats. As a Sentinel-class cutter, it 
will feature advanced command, con-

trol, communications, computers, in-
telligence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance—C4ISR—equipment. Further-
more, this ship will be fully interoper-
able with existing and future Coast 
Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and Department of Defense assets. 
These state-of-the-art capabilities will 
better enable the USCGC Joseph 
Gerczak to conduct missions that in-
clude port, waterways, and the coasts; 
fishery patrols; search and rescue; and 
national defense. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognition of the commissioning of the 
USCGC Joseph Gerczak into military 
service as a Coast Guard ship. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KERRY SUTTEN 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the dedicated career 
and service to the Congress and the in-
telligence community of Kerry Sutten, 
who is retiring at the end of this 
month after more than 20 years of serv-
ice in both the executive and legisla-
tive branches of our government. Kerry 
dedicated his professional career to 
help keep our Nation safe and to im-
prove our government and intelligence 
community. We thank him for his dedi-
cation. 

Kerry is leaving the Senate as the 
deputy minority staff director of the 
Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, a post he has held for the last 
21⁄2 years. He first joined the committee 
as the head of the committee’s collec-
tion review, a study looking at the in-
telligence activities of all the IC. Dur-
ing his time on the committee, Kerry 
has worked tirelessly to help the com-
mittee rigorously oversee the 17 intel-
ligence agencies that make up our na-
tional intelligence community and has 
especially dedicated himself to improv-
ing the oversight of the IC’s inspectors 
general and to the protection of IC 
whistleblowers. His efforts in these 
subjects have been invaluable. 

Prior to joining the committee, 
Kerry served in a variety of roles in the 
Office of the Director of National Intel-
ligence (ODNI), including spending al-
most 5 years as the lead for intel-
ligence community strategic planning 
in the Office of Systems and Resource 
Analysis, (SRA). In that capacity, 
Kerry was responsible for helping pro-
vide resource direction for the entirety 
of the IC, developing integrated plan-
ning guidance for the various intel-
ligence programs, and managing the 
development of strategic priorities. 

In addition to his time in SRA, Kerry 
held important roles in the Business 
Transformation Office at ODNI and the 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer. 
Kerry was also instrumental in helping 
to create the national counterter-
rorism budget, a key accomplishment 
in his time at the National Counterter-
rorism Center, (NCTC), where he served 
for almost 2 years as a Senior Program 
and Resource Officer. Prior to joining 
the IC, Mr. Sutten spent almost 5 years 
supporting the Director of the Bureau 
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